Who Owns Olive Garden?

Advice for investor teams on

· How to choose a stock.

· How to search for the company and ticker symbol.

· How to buy 100 shares in the Stock Market GameTM.

1. Buy what you know.  What products do you use and like?

“Olive Garden is my favorite restaurant”, says Emily.  “Let’s buy it!”

Go to

http://finance.yahoo.com click on “Finance Search” and type in “Olive Garden”.

2. Find the owner and research the company.

a. Check the “Key Statistics”.  

i. How many shares are outstanding?_______________

ii. Does it pay a dividend? How much?_______________

iii. What is this stock’s beta?_______________________

iv. When was the last split? ________________________

b. Check the “Income Statement”.  

i. Is the “Net Income” positive?_____________________

ii. What is it currently?____________________________ 

iii. Are dividends per common stock rising? 

3. Find the ticker symbol.__________________

 Olive Gardens is owned by__________________________________

4. Don’t forget to diversify your account.  

a. What industry is Olive Garden in?  ____________________

b. Do you already own a similar product?  ________________

c. Does it still look interesting? _________________________

“Then BUY!”

5. Click on “Enter a Trade”. 

a. Select “Buy”.

b. Type in ticker symbol (capitals don’t matter).

c. Choose “Market” or “Limit” order.  Market is simplest.  If limit order, you must give it a limit price.

d. Type in the number of shares you wish to buy.  Minimum is 100 in this simulation.

e. Click “Preview Trade”.  If all the information is correct, enter your password again and click “Confirm Trade” and you are done.

f. Otherwise, correct the information and click “Edit Trade”.  Then if the information is correct, enter your password and click “Confirm Trade”.

6. Trade will appear in “Pending Transactions” until it is executed.  Then it will appear in “Transaction Notes”.  Other reports will be available the next day.
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